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ActiveDayton.com's free twice-a-week e-mail newsletter
highlights five things you can do in the Miami Valley.
See Sample | Privacy Policy
SIGN UP

Hot Topics

By Meredith Moss, Staff Writer
E-mail this page

Educators: the 2010 Field Trip
Guide is here!

10:47 AM Saturday, April 9, 2011

Gift cards to local businesses
HALF PRICE!

DAYTON — Have you ever wondered about
the workers who built the Miami and Erie
Canal that ran through Dayton?
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Leesa Haapapuro has.
The Dayton artist’s tribute to those forgotten individuals,
“Canal Men,” is now on view at RiverScape.
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Two views of Leesa Haapapuro's
installation "Canal Men." Made
from recycled natural and
man-made materials, it
memorializes the forgotten
workers who built the Miami and
Erie Canal and stands where the
canal once existed here in
Dayton. Staff photos by Jan
Underwood
ENLARGE PHOTO

Latest entertainment
headlines
Twig serpent snaking through
Wegerzyn 4/10/11
Retired shuttle would crown
venue's 'priceless' collection
4/9/11

‘Canal Men’ sculpture now on
view at RiverScape 4/9/11
Lady Antebellum continues
country dominance 4/9/11
Waynesville gallery
showcasing marshmallow
Peeps as artwork 4/9/11

The men lying at the bottom of the replicated canal at the
corner of Patterson Boulevard and Monument Avenue are
made from recycled, natural and man-made materials. The
sculpture, according to the sign that accompanies them,
“remembers the men who performed backbreaking work from
sunrise to sunset to build the canal.”
“Begun in 1825, the canal became obsolete even before it was
finished with the arrival of the railroad. Abandoned and seen
as an eyesore, the canal through Dayton was filled in by 1928,”
says information posted near the work.
The sculpture, one of four that will be presented by the Dayton
Visual Arts Center (DVAC), is part of the “Branching Out”
project sponsored by Wegerzyn Gardens Foundation in
conjunction with the visit of well-known artist Patrick
Doughtery, currently in town creating an outdoor sculpture
made of saplings.
Haapapuro, who is also an art instructor, is hoping the
community will pay tribute to the canal men by making
flowers from recycled plastic “litter” at several public
workshops happening from noon to 6 p.m. each Friday in
April on the first floor of Key Bank across from Courthouse
Square.
The flowers made will be added to the sculpture, which will be
moved to Carillon Park in May.
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Item
Value Current bid
Enterprise Club Membership $2995.00 $1045.00
New Horizons Computer Learning Center

$2,500 Gift Certificate

$2500.00

$960.00

$2500.00

$1290.00

$2500.00

$875.00

PBS Television Underwriting $4000.00

$1400.00

Dodds Monuments

Flooring Certificate
The Carpet Store, Inc.

Rainbow Series, Part III

Contact this reporter at (937) 225-2440 or
mmoss@DaytonDailyNews.com.

Glass by James Michael
ThinkTVNetwork
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